306	LOED CHESTERFIELD'S LETTEJRS
I break open this letter to acknowledge yours of the 30th June, N. S., which I have but this instant received, though thirteen days antecedent in date to Mr. Harte's last. I never in my life heard of bathing four hours a day; and I am impatient to hear of your safe arrival at Venice, after so extraordinary an operation.
London, July 80, O. 8. 1749.
DEAK BOY,
MK. HAJJTE'S letters and yours drop in upon me most irregularly; for I received by the last post, one from.Mr. Harte, of the 9th, N. S., and that which Mr. Grevenkop had received from him the post before, was of the 13th; at last, I suppose, I shall receive them all.
I am very glad that my letter, with Dr. Shaw's opinion, has lessened your bathing; for, since I was born, I never heard of bathing four hours a day, which would surely be too much, even in Medea's kettle, if you wanted (as you do not yet) new boiling.
Though, in that letter of mine, I proposed your going to Inspruck, it was only in opposition to Lausanne, which I thought much too long and painful a journey for you; but you will have found, by my subsequent letters, that I entirely approve of Venice, where I hope you have now been some time, and which is a much better place for you to reside at, till you go to Naples, than either Tieffer or Laybach. I love capitals extremely: it is in capitals that the best company is always to be found j and, consequently, the best manners to be 'leamed. The very best provincial